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** Whatever form any devotee with faith wishes  to   worship,

rl (the Lord) make that faith of his steady."133  It may be safely

presumed  that   Buddhism  developed into theistic Mahayanism

.as  a   result   of   the   dominating   religious fervour  of theistic

Hinduism.114   M. Winterrtitz wrote :

*cjt was under the influence of the bhakti doctrine of the
.Bhagavadgita ... that the Mahayana Buddhism was develo-
ped."115 It is suprising that Har Dayal reached his conclusion,
as stated before, even after faithfully quoting other scholars
such as Winternitz, Kern, Senart, Saunders, and de la Vallee
^Poussin, all of whom had vindicated the role of Bhagavata
.cult in influencing the bhakti cult of the Mahayana
.movement.11*

Nevertheless, Har Dayal is in total disagreement with T.W.

Rhys  Davids  who   had considered the idea   of the  successive

Buddhas in the Mahapadana Sutta (given by the   Master  him-

-self),   leading  to   the   Bodhisattva  doctrine, to be 'spreading

weeds*.   Har Dayal admirably argues :

"The competition of the rival Indian sects and movements
led the Buddhists to advance new claims on behalf of their
jleader..-. It would have been impossible for the Buddhists to
-succeed in their ethical propaganda, if they had adhered to
.their old doctrine that the survival of a Buddha after death was
.an "unexplained question' (avyok rta) or that a mock perished
,altogether at death after attaining nirvana.... The Buddhist
.leaders, who inaugurated the Mahayana movement, saved
Buddhism from shipwreck by popularising it and inventing com-
passionate Bodhisattvas as Buddhist counterparts of the Hindu
.deities and their incarnations"1*1
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